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Planning and designing for waste/recycling
process flow

BY MARK LESTINA SHD PETER LOBIN

s waste and recveling con-
sultants, we bave swarked
with mamy facilicies v
hely mprove waste-handling
efficiencies asd ncrese ecycling
CHven. wiz ane boought i o salve
prablems and provide solutions
T wiste streanm b afler a
specracubar but not alwavs highly
funcricsing failiny has been
cornplered. Wi usually find thar
sl el silulsons relal-
g L wasle prooess How could
have been avedded at the design
phase i the process had incladed
a thmsghtiul discussion between
haspital sladf and experis lmam the
wasle-dmposal indwstry.

Lten. for example, the clizng
asks the architect to prowide far
a couple off dnck spaces and a
e soiled ntility closets bor trash
dspasal. Garbage handling can
comprese & large part of day-1o-
cdlay activity in any environmental
services department. Proper
handling makes a hospital or
miedical center eficient, allows
caregivers unintermupred time
with patienis, and adds 1o a ‘t'_r-m:l
m'n_:'.h'rmr" i|'|1.|!'_;“.-.i|hin the com
miniry. Poor h.|m,||in§ cam be an
wAruly expnan, cose fricrion
AN warkers and patienis. and
potentially expose the facility to
froumt |:-.|g.-.'-h:'ani'li|1u-=. uarning it
had publiciiy,

In hizaltheare. the mumber ane
CONAISIENY we enesunier is the
lack of facility |:-Ia|'r.|nle_ when it
COMTIES D WaSIE- PrOCEss o, The
effect of poor up-front planning
by thee architeciural ream alrmoass
abways hindders the h:_'-.».|:-ir1.|'s ahiil
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ity to meet its patient-cane mis-
sion. st imes we find curselves
working around the design rather
Lhaens wscinig i1 as & resource.

Puar desigi ailecs space,
tirme, labior, and costs ar the lide
of the building. A design that
takes intn 2ccount by and
where waste and recvcling is
handbed will hring eficien-
cies o the process that will
improve the haspitals ability
ta fulfill its missien. However,
locked upon as & recessary evil,
vanste and recycling process fow
becomies an afterthought rather
than something recognized as es-
cerrtial B environmiendal plan n'inl'I
TR

Ulsnially, the answer is nof 1o
burild che birgest possible dock
space for garbage pick-ug, For
example, our experiends shows
that collecrion becations withan
the facility are just as impartant as
the dispasal lecation cn the dock.
Pt amather way, in the event of
an employe shvwdisan ar an
tane that reassigns ousekeep
ing stafl away from their regular
dutees, the potential for waste
and oder problems can inorase
exponentially and ulimately affec
patient’s comilort if proper design
't baken e acoount

When deciding on dock space
allocatson for waste and recyelng,
the variables imvelved are consid-
crabsbe. Dock space is olrviously the
first varialde. How many spaces
shruld b plamed, and which
annwes will e albocaved w weste and
recvcling? Becent hospial designs
are Lrending [space permitting)

towards separating a clean from

adirty dock, Mosi hospitals, of
camirss, will nor hawve that uxury,
imenead Ir'.-ingI 10 SIEERE EVETY-
|:hi|'|g into half the rerired space.
Consider this hvpothenical
salution: Yoo have allocated three
oo fownr dock spaces 1o wasse and
recycling and have fve wasbe)re-
cucling streams, Thase spaces
are located s the B end of the
dack froin the entrance Lead-
ing 1o thee hospical for setheric
reagons, How dovou squscess five
wastefrecyeling streams into fogn
darck spaces! Which containe
weould you place first as vour am-
ployee is wakimg toward the end
of the dock? Should the recyeling
containers be casier v reach and
usee versus Dhe irash compactor?
Would this create an envisanment
that would encowrage recycling?
D yivu Brale e cardboard?
Dlepinsdiig om corrent operating
provcedunes in the hospinal and
employee knowledge’enperience,
varur answers might differ, How-
i, This situation occurs all the

timee after the facilite is buil. We
wiuld recomimend addressing
these questions prior to
facilivy construction,
Finally, it is impor-
tant e comsider the
loscaron of recycling
contairers within
PARECN-Care arcas,
research locations,
office space, and ather
rosiclinical aress, Usually
the use of satellite col-
lection anss will ease 1he
buarden on housekeeping “all wio
are gathering recyclables. IF no
properly thaught sur, emplovess
will be discouraged o learn thal
the aollection area is “diwn thae
hall, make hwn letts, amd gooup the
stairs.”

Combining a design team’s
expertise with a team of waste ex
perts ultimately adds vabue 1o the
final product. Instead of having o
fix a wasle issue that had not been
thoughtfully incorperated into the
imitial design process, the client
receives value-added ethiciency up
Fr:_':ul,cnrn'ing the design feam the
I;l,'FlI,JlJ.I';u-n af rn-.1.|'in5 truly “imtel
|i|_:¢n|'qlu-.s.iﬁn $|'||:l'|-.'il'||::,ll1:-ii|.'._hl: amd
wision inmo the client's important
ard basic meeds. HD
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